Error Analysis/Progress Chart for


Date of diagnostic test

Date of review(s)


	1 Uses apostrophes
correctly for possession
(its, children’s)
	2 Uses apostrophes
correctly for contractions
(it’s, won’t)


	3 Uses commas
after introductory element (hello, after considering your request,)
	4 Uses commas
to set off interrupting phrases (for example, as you can see)
	5 Avoids
unnecessary commas
(e.g., separating a two-part verb)
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	6 Uses commas
between two independent clauses joined with and, but, or, so
	7 Uses subjects and verbs that agree with each other
	8 Uses pronouns that agree with the words to which they refer
	9 Punctuates quotations
correctly


	10 Spells words correctly
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	11 Uses their, there, and they’re correctly
	12 Uses its, it’s, your, you’re, whose, and who’s correctly
	13 Does not confuse words with the same sound, but different spelling
	14 Capitalizes proper nouns (names of people, places, organizations)
	15 Uses 
paragraphs to help readers follow ideas
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	16 Uses transitions within and between paragraphs
	17 Avoids fragments (unless using them for effect)


	18 Avoids run-ons (unless using them for stylistic effect)

	19 Uses parallel structure (not We ran, jumped, and the cliff was steep.)
	20 Uses standard verb forms and avoids unnecessary shifts in tense.

	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E

	21 Follows a logical thought process
	22 Varies sentence length and structure

	23 Writes with clarity in each sentence
	24 Avoids starting sentences with if and there
	25 Avoids unnecessary or distracting repetition

	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E
	NM
PM 
M
 E

	26 Generally uses active instead of passive voice (we noticed vs.it was noticed)
	27 Uses I, you, and third person  (he,she they) appropriately


	28 Finds unique ways to word ideas and avoid clichés
	29 Develops ideas fully without rambling
	30 Uses vibrant, original, and stunning language
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Error #
Example from paper (date)
Rule/how to correct

Adapted from McBride, S. (2000, July). Why are you so worried about it? Struggles and solutions for helping students improve as writers. English Journal, 89(6), 45-52, and The top twenty. Available at
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/lunsford/Lunsford_TopTwenty.aspx
NM = not mastered; PM = partially mastered; M = mastered; E = exemplary

Available at  http://word-crater.net/WritingCoach/progresschart.doc

