What Difference Does Punctuation Make?

Who got fired Stacy said the director.

Punctuate this so that the director is asking who got fired.

Punctuate this so that Stacy got fired.

Punctuate this so that the director got fired.

The thief said the policeman was lying.

Punctuate this so that the thief is lying.

Punctuate this so that the policeman is lying.

What Difference Does Spelling Make?

Dew knot trussed yore spell chequer two fined awl yore mistakes.

—Brendan Hills

Answers: 

Director’s question: "Who got fired, Stacy?" said the director.

Stracy is fired: “Who got fired? Stacy,” said the director.

Director is fired: Who got fired? Stacy said the director. 

The thief said the policeman was lying.

Thief allegedly lying: The thief, said the policeman, was lying.


"The thief," said the policeman, "was lying."

Policeman allegedly lying: The thief said, "The policeman was lying."

Further help:

Sentences

Quick review of sentence types:

http://www1.esc.edu/personalfac/hshapiro/writing_program/students/Handouts/main/sentence.htm

In-depth Sentence Sense tutorial:

http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/sensen/

Homonyms

Notorious Confusables:

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/notorious.htm

Words That Sound Alike:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/interact/g_spelhomoEX1.html

Online dictionaries:
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/virtualref.html#dictionaries

“Sounds like” search:

http://www.wordsmyth.net/
