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	Sept. 3, 2005  I always thought that statistics couldn’t lie. I mean, a number is a number, isn’t it? If you say that 300 people died, you expect it to be exactly that many, not a couple more or a few less. But I keep finding different numbers for how many people died in the 2001 attack on the World Trade Center.
	Numbering the Dead: Why Body Counts Disagree

People tend to place great faith in numbers. Statistics are often accepted as true simply because they seem objective. However, numbers are collected and interpreted by humans, which  means that error can creep in at any stage of the process (Hickens, 1998).  For example, the list of people who died at the World Trade Center on 9/11 has been revised several times. At first, officials estimated that over 4,000 had died. As remains were identified, the death toll was revised to 2,792. A review of the list revealed that some names were duplicated, some supposed victims were actually alive, and some names were fraudulent. As a result, 40 names were taken off the list (Hirschkorn, 2003). Several different official death tolls have been published, based on the best information available at the time. 

Death counts can also be influenced by political considerations, as Goldin (2004) explains . . . 
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	Sept. 5, 2005  I’ve found some books and articles about “damn lies and statistics.” The quotation is from Mark Twain’s Autobiography: “There are three types of lies—lies, damn lies, and statistics.”  

One way to lie with statistics is to ignore the context; for example, to claim there’s an “epidemic” of school shootings when school violence is actually declining. That’s interesting, but it doesn’t answer my question about the different WTC numbers.
	

	Sept. 10, 2005 Found an article by CNN’s Phil Hirschkorn that explains why the official count of those who died on 9/11 has been changed: “Pinning down an accurate death toll is a problem, primarily because human remains have been recovered for only half of the people believed to have been killed when the hijacked airliners crashed into the 110-story twin towers and the buildings subsequently collapsed.” Some people on the list have been found to be alive and others are believed to be false claims. <http://www.cnn.com/2003/US/Northeast/10/29/ wtc.deaths/index.htm>
	

	Sept. 15, 2005 I had wanted to do my paper on 9/11, but seeing so many pictures of the attack is getting kind of depressing. The war in Iraq is another possibility, but my teacher said that topic was way too broad. However, I found an article about “Counting Iraq’s Dead.” Maybe I could research biased media coverage or the real costs of the war.
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