
The Paramedic Method of Revision: Practice

Many people, I have noticed at various times in my life, tend to write paragraphs that are long and full of unnecessary words. Many of their sentences are formed by stringing a series of prepositional phrases together, as in “Kicking is one of the many ways in which Bill and Jim participate in the rich complexities of human interaction.” It is possible to cut most of these excess words by using the Paramedic Method of Revision. If it is your desire to use this method to increase the simplicity of your writing, you will be following a series of steps. 

The first step is to identify all the forms of to be and to have that you find throughout your paper. Here is an example of how to do this:

It is unfortunate that kicking is one of many ways in which Bill and Jim participate in the rich complexities of human interaction.

After that, you can identify all the prepositions you can find. A preposition is a word or phrase that shows the relationship between a noun and a pronoun (such as time or location). Here are some examples of prepositional words and phrases:

· before, after, during (time)

· over, under, through, in front of (location)

If you are not sure whether a word is a preposition, you can use the squirrel test. Try to fit the word into this sentence:

The squirrel ran______________________

After you identify the prepositions, highlight them in yellow, as in the examples below:

It is unfortunate that kicking is one of many ways in which Bill and Jim participate in the rich complexities of human interaction. (23 words)

It is easy to  make the common mistake of being long-winded and verbose in your papers. Having the ability to be economical in your wording will help you move beyond basic writing skills by developing a style of writing that is tighter than most people’s and that could be described as succinct and concise. (54 words)

Now identify the action. Who’s doing what? Start the sentence with the action, and cut any unnecessary words or phrases. Now instead of a complex kicking situation, we have a simple statement: Jim kicks Bill or Jim and Bill often kick each other.

How many words can you cut from the long-winded second example? From the first paragraph?

KEY:

Many people, I have noticed at various times in my life, tend to write paragraphs that are long and full of unnecessary words. Many of their sentences are formed by stringing a series of prepositional phrases together, as in “Kicking is one of the many ways in which Bill and Jim participate in the rich complexities of human interaction.” It is possible to cut most of these excess words by using the Paramedic Method of Revision. If it is your desire to use this method to increase the simplicity of your writing, you will be following a series of steps. 

SUGGESTED REVISIONS:

First paragraph: Many paragraphs are full of unnecessary words because people string prepositional phrases together. With the Paramedic Method of Revision, you can cut excess words and simplify your writing. (28 words)

Second example: Writing long-winded papers is easy. Learning to be concise will help you develop your writing style. (16 words)

Adapted from The KU Handbook for Writers (2008), pp. 70–72
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