UNIT 6 PROJECT RUBRIC: 150 Total Points

	
	CONTENT
	ORGANIZATION
	WRITING STYLE
	MECHANICS

	A

135-150 pts
	Includes a strong thesis statement, introduction and conclusion and may need little revision for the final project.  Shows original thought.  Supports arguments well (no logical flaws; outside sources used to support arguments).  Develops main points clearly. Skillfully refutes counter-arguments and does not ignore data contradicting its claim.  Refers to at least three outside sources in the text and references page.  
	Should be very well-ordered.  Internally, each section must have a strong internal organization.  Transitions found between and within sections must be clear and effective.
	Appropriate to the assignment, fresh (interesting to read), accurate (no far-fetched, unsupported comments), precise (say what you mean), and concise (not wordy).
	Project is free of serious errors; grammar, punctuation, and spelling help to clarify the meaning by following accepted conventions. Citations follow APA guidelines. 



	B

120-134pts
	Includes a good thesis statement, introduction and conclusion that require some revision, but that form a good basis.  Shows original thought.  Supports most arguments concretely (no logical flaws; outside sources supporting most claims). Develops the main points clearly.  Refutes counter-arguments and does not ignore data contradicting its claim, though the refutation may need tightening and additional support for the final project.  Refers to a minimum of three outside sources both in-text and in the references page.
	Should be well-ordered.  Internally, each section must have a good internal organization.  Transitions found between and within sections are mostly clear and effective.
	Should generally be appropriate to the assignment, accurate (no far-fetched, unsupported comments), precise (say what you mean), and concise (not wordy).
	Contains some generally minor grammatical and punctuation errors.  Few misspellings. Citations generally follow APA guidelines (perhaps one or two minor errors). 



	C

105-119 pts
	Includes a thesis statement that needs revision.  The introduction and conclusion do not set up or close the paper very effectively.  Shows too little original thought.  Main points are adequately defined in only some areas of the paper; points may be over emphasized or repeated. Some arguments are supported with outside research, but others may not be.  Relies too heavily on personal experience or one or two sources.  Some obvious counter-arguments are ignored or not well-refuted. The paper is largely informative with little persuasive claim.
	The organization has a few problems.  Sections lack transitions, and several sentences may be monotonous or confusing.  The overall structure of the assignment is not effective.  
	Appropriate in places, but elsewhere language is vague and/or inappropriate.
	Numerous grammatical and punctuation errors.  Misspellings are more frequent, but they are the sort spell checkers do not catch, such as "effect/affect."  An attempt at APA citation was made, but there are multiple errors larger than a misplaced period. 

	D

90-104 pts
	The thesis statement identifies a topic but no claim and needs major revision. There is no introduction or conclusion, or they are so poorly developed as to need to be completely redone for the final project.  The essay's main points are developed inconsistently, or repetitiously.  Many obvious counter-arguments are ignored and go un-refuted.  Relies too heavily on personal experience nearly to the exclusion of outside research.  The paper does not meet many of the source requirements.  There are too few in-text citations or one or two sources are relied on exclusively; the references page may be missing.  The paper is informative with no persuasive claim.
	The organization has multiple problems.  Most sections lack transitions, and sentences are often monotonous or incomprehensible.  The overall structure of the assignment is not effective.  
	Inappropriate and vague writing interferes with the development and clarity of the main points.
	Many serious and minor grammar or punctuation errors; frequent misspellings, including those that should have been caught by the spell-checker. Citation meets few APA guidelines.

	F 

0-89 pts
	It meets no or few of the assignment's guidelines.

The components outlined for a 'D' paper are not met.

It may be plagiarized.


