Interpreting Your Originality Report


1.
After you have submitted a paper, TurnItIn will compare your work to other sources. If your wording is too close to a source or if you fail to cite a quotation, TurnItIn will flag the problem.


2.
To access your report, choose Show details from your Portfolio page:
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Then click on the Originality Report icon:
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3.
The Originality Report icon is color-coded:
blue: (no matching words)
green: (one matching word – 24% similarity index)
yellow: (24-49% similarity index)
orange: (49-74% similarity index)
red: (75-100% similarity index)

The lower your similarity index, the better.


4.
Interpret the results. Just as Spell Check might suggest defiantly when you mean definitely, TurnItIn can be fallible. So you will need to review your report match-by-match. Sometimes you will need to make changes to your paper to avoid plagiarism. However, TurnItIn might also flag sections of your paper that are actually correct.

Problem: Attempted Paraphrase
This is a typical example of an attempt to put a source into your own words that is still too close to the source. The bolded words are taken directly from the source. You should either quote the original source or use more of your own words.

[image: image3.png]When you learn while you're focused on a task, you 1

engage...the hippocampus, he told interviewer Lynn Neery
(2007). The hippocampus stores conscious memories. Students.
who multitasked while studying engaged the basal gang
‘which is involved in building habits, Poldrack found. As a result,
they were less likely to be able to recall and apply information in
new circumstances. One reason that multitasking





Problem: Cut-and-Paste Plagiarism
This is a typical example of a type of plagiarism in which information from various sources is simply copied and strung together. This does not deserve to be called a paper because no original thinking is involved. Instead, the real work was done by the authors of the sources identified as matches (shown below):
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Not a Problem:  Innocent match

Russell Poldrack has a long title. However, it is his title and using it is not plagiarism. Terms of art—vocabulary commonly used within a profession—may also be used without fear of plagiarism. You can also ignore a match between a source in your reference list and another student’s paper. 
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Not a Problem:  Block quotation

APA style calls for quotations of 40 or more words to be treated as block quotations, which are set off as blocks of text that begin on a new line and are indented .5" from the left margin. Quotation marks are not used to set off block quotations. 
Block quotation This example is actually correctly formatted and cited, but TurnItIn doesn’t recognize it because block quotations are not set off by quotation marks.
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task and another, will arise -- and in some cases, as revealed by
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(D. Meyer, as cited in Frazier, 2001). Multitaskers would do well to remember




Remember: TurnItIn will help you avoid plagiarism by identifying places where you are too close to your source or where you need to give credit. However, it is not infallible and you need to use your judgment to decide what to do about each match. Ask your teacher if you have questions about your Originality Report. 

You can access the latest version of Kaplan University’s plagiarism policy at http://epmedia.ecollege.com/media/kaplan/store/ProvostOffice/Plagiarism Information/Plagiarism_Policy.doc
