Test Your Working Thesis

I. 
Check these thesis statements against these criteria for a good thesis:

· Arguable (is not just a fact or a widely accepted opinion)

· Manageable (is limited to “1930s jazz” instead of “American music”)

· Makes a specific claim (as opposed to “People have many different ideas about....)

· Passes the “so what” test (The idea that drinking and driving is dangerous is no  surprise. What new techniques are being used to reduce drunk driving, or why do people think they’re fit to drive when they’re not?)

· Focuses on the topic (does not begin with I think, I believe, or This paper will cover)


1.
Many elementary schools are going to a year-round schedule.

This
is
is not
 a good thesis because



2.
Some say that smoking is a personal decision, but each year tobacco-related 

illnesses cost Americans billions in productivity and health care.

This
is
is not
 a good thesis because



3.
Many researchers disagree about whether alcoholism is a disease or a habit.

This
is
is not
 a good thesis because



4.
In this paper, I will discuss some arguments for and against capital punishment.

This
is
is not
 a good thesis because


II. 
Choose one of the statements you said was not a good thesis and improve it.

Hints: Answer the question: Why does my topic matter?

Find an “umbrella idea” that covers every point you want to make.

Draw or sketch your topic.

Write a sentence that relates your thesis to an opposing argument.

Revised thesis:


This is now a good thesis because


III. 
Check your own working thesis statement and revise it if necessary.

My working thesis:
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