Research log: Cecelia Munzenmaier

Exemplary Leadership paper
June 3, 2005 Have to do a term paper for Tom Westbrook’s leadership class. My students will enjoy that. Wonder how much they’ll rub it in that their comp teacher has  been assigned a paper?

No topic is leaping to mind. I suppose I could do something on leaders of the future. Tom has mentioned futureleaders.com several times, so it must be a topic he’s interested in.

June 4
Changed my mind about a topic. One of the women in our small group mentioned that she didn’t say anything about an award she won for fear her coworkers would try to cut her down to size. That got me thinking about feedback. One of the five practices of exemplary leadership is “encouraging the heart.” Wonder how Tom would feel about a paper on giving feedback to struggling writers? That’s something I could actually use.

June 6
Did a quick search of Google and EBSCO, and found plenty of sources on giving feedback on compositions. Tom approved the topic.

June 7
Emailed Tom to see how formal he wanted the “formal research paper” to be. He encouraged me to “dig into the literature,” which means he wants me to summarize what others have said instead of just reflecting on my own teaching experience.

Looked for more sources on Google Scholar, which turned up some useful articles on English department Web sites. Several names keep turning up in the bibliographies—Hillocks, Keh, Sommers, and Ziv. They’re all before 1990, which means they’re not available online. I’ll have to check the magazine stacks at Drake.

June 8
Went to Drake; found everybody but Ziv. I could try to get his articles through interlibrary loan, but I want to get this paper in before leaving town. There’s no way I could cover all the literature on feedback, anyway; I think I’ll just focus on what research says about the best ways to give feedback.

June 9
Some of the sources I’ve found are long—anywhere from 40 to 162 pages. I need to do more reading before I can start taking notes, but I don’t want to drown in all these printouts. The best thing to do is probably to start an annotated bibliography. If I summarize the main points covered in each article, I’ll know where to find the information I need when I’m ready to write. I don’t want to start taking notes until I’ve identified the articles I want to use.

June 10
To cover all of the sources out there, I’d have to write a dissertation. To keep from drowning, I’m going to choose the articles I find most helpful: MacDonald, Keh, Sommers, and Miller. 

June 11
Now that I’ve narrowed the focus to methods of giving feedback to struggling writers, I’m not finding much new information. It’s time to stop researching and start writing. I started the draft by typing quotations I want to use into a Word document. Next I’ll write the introduction and the review of the literature.

June 14
A couple of sources I hadn’t expected to use worked nicely into the paper. I’m going to leave out most of the material on apprehensive writers and self-efficacy; including it would probably double the length, and I’m already past the six pages Tom requires.

June 15
Called Tom to see if the annotated bibliography would be of use to him. He thought he might share it with other faculty members, so I’ll include it as an appendix. Good thing that Tom doesn’t mind if we run long; I’m up to 24 pages, even after using only half my sources.

The first draft is done, and my brain is fried because I’ve been pushing to get it done. I’ll let the paper cool for a few days before proofing/revising it. Reminder: I think words of more than 5 letters are capped in APA headings—check that and the format for ERIC documents. 

June 18
Double-checked the parenthetical citations against the reference list. Found that I’d left place of publication out of the ERIC citations, so added that.

June 19
Turned in the paper and copied some pages from an academic literacy book I was returning. Found an article on first-generation college students by Leonard Springer that I could have used. That’s research! Just reminded myself that I’m writing a short paper, not a dissertation, and that I’d covered the basics thoroughly. There’s always more to learn on a topic.
June 23
Some things I didn’t get to cover in the paper that I’d like to follow up on :

•
Lavelle’s Inventory of Processes in College Composition

•
self-monitoring strategy (Charles)

•
group revision (exercises from Jackson, Carifio, and D’Agostino)

Nov. 27
Finally got feedback. Was happy with the grade. Tom wanted to see a clearer distinction between high school/college writers, so if I were revising I’d include an explanation of why the research findings apply to writers at both levels. He thought it might be publishable in The Journal of Adult Continuing Education. I’ll have to track down a copy.
