Research Log

The best way to prepare for the final exam is to write at least one entry in your research log every week. Write down the most important thing(s) you learned, whether it’s about your topic, about doing research, or about yourself as a writer. Some people also use the log to keep track of questions and discoveries about their research (e.g., I didn’t find much on Google, but Vivisimo had more information). 

Content is more important than form. Use bullet points, complete sentences, poetry, or a combination—whatever works for you. You can gripe, question, or record an aHa! Anything that’s part of your research process can go into your research log. (For sample logs, see http://word-crafter.net/CompII/StudentGallery.html ).

Below are some suggested topics for your log. You may cover other topics.

Week 1: List topics you might research

Hint: To find a topic, see http://word-crafter.net/CompII/research.html#ProConSources
Week 2: Explore a topic

Choose a topic and explore at least two points of view on it.

Hint: Go to http://word-crafter.net/CompII/research.html#ProConSources.

Week 3: Select a topic and start exploring it.

Write down your thoughts on this topic at this time.

Hint: Your ideas about a topic may change as you learn more. 
Hint: Keep researching until you’re not finding much new information.

Week 4: Keep exploring.

Have you discovered any new perspectives on your topic?

Hint: Be sure that your annotated bibliography includes sources with which you agree and sources that express views that differ from yours.

Week 5: Review the arguments.

Are you ready to take a position, or are you still weighing the arguments?

Hint: If you’re having a hard time making up your mind, put the arguments in order, using 1 for the strongest.

Week6: Take a stand

As G. K. Chesterton put it, “Merely having an open mind is nothing. The object of opening the mind, as of opening the mouth, is to shut it again on something solid.”

Hint: A thesis is arguable. See What Is a Thesis? http://mciu.org/~spjvweb/thesis.html
Week 7: Make your case

What opinions/feelings do you expect your audience to have about your topic?

Hint: Be sure to provide any background information your audience might need.

Hint: If you expect your audience to agree with you, begin with your weakest argument. 
If you expect your audience to disagree, start with your strongest argument.

Week 8: Revise

How can you improve your paper? Does it express the ideas you wanted to convey? Could you make it more convincing?

Hint: Use feedback from your readers to revise—perhaps even reorganize—your paper.

Week 9: Reflect

What advice would you give others about research and argumentation?

Hint: Think about challenges you met during this course.

Week 10: Sum It Up

Part 1 of your final exam is a letter summing up what you learned in this course. 
See http:word-crafter.net/CompII/assignments.html
