Reading and the Research Paper
A research paper has been described as “a record of intelligent reading in several sources 
on a particular subject” (Raynor, n. d.).

How do you do “intelligent reading”?

1.
Get rid of myths.
•
I have to read every word.

•
I can’t skip any sections.

•
One reading is enough.

“Good reading is selective reading. It involves selecting those sections that are relevant 
to your purpose in reading” (“Six Reading Myths,” 2004, Myth 2 section, para. 4).

2.
Skim before you dive in.

•
Title

•
Abstract

•
Useful sections: Introduction, Conclusion, Findings, Discussion

•
Check out graphics and sidebars

•
Then read useful sections carefully and skim the rest

3.
Take notes.

•
Circle main ideas and underline key details.

•
Use your own words unless something is exceptionally well-said or exact wording is important.

•
Keep track of useful sources

—Sort printouts into vital, useful, and possible piles

—Create a folder for articles you email

—Use an annotated bibliography

—Use FurlIt! To create your own web archive <www.furl.net>

4.
When a source is hard:

•
Use a dictionary to look up key terms.


Shortcut: go to Google and enter define:word
•
Build background.
Shortcut: Use an encyclopedia to get an overview of the subject.
Funk & Wagnalls and The Columbia Encyclopedia are available through EBSCO.
Shortcut: Choose EBSCO’s TopicSearch database, scroll down to Limiters, and 
choose a reading level. Most newspaper articles are written at about a 7th grade reading level. Professional articles may be written for grad 16 or higher.

•
Look away from the source and try to explain what you read in your own words.


For more help, see the last page of this handout.

5.
Keep reading.

Diana Gabaldon (2005) says there are “three ‘rules’ to writing. The first is “Read. Read a lot. Reading is how you develop critical judgment as a writer. It's also one way--and quite possibly the best way—of learning technique.”
What is the difference between a popular and a professional or scholarly source?

To understand the difference, compare these two sources on whether watching TV encourages bullying.

	Popular Source (written for people with no professional training)
	Notes

	TV Turns Kids into Bullies

By Robert Roy Britt, LiveScience Senior Writer

posted: 04 April 2005

retrieved Sept. 26, 2005, from http://www.livescience.com/othernews/
050404_bullies.html

Turn off the TV and hang out with your kids. That seems to be the message of a new study on what makes playground bullies.

Children who watch a lot of television are more prone to push other kids around, according to the research. Conversely, four-year-olds whose parents tend to read to them, eat meals with them and go on outings together are significantly less likely to become bullies in grade school.

The study followed 1,266 four-year-olds through ages 6 to 11.

An increase of 3.9 hours of TV per day led to a 25 percent increase in the probability of becoming a bully. And who decides which kids are the roughnecks? Their mothers. About 13 percent of the little ones were so labeled by mom.

Pushed around

Other studies suggest some 30 percent of U.S. school children are bullied. One small 1999 study found the number to be as high as 80 percent. Just last week, a survey reported half of urban sixth-grade students say they were harassed at least once in two-week period.

The consequences of bullying have been studied before.

Research published in the journal Child Development in 2003 found that young children bullied at school developed signs of antisocial and depressive behavior. A 2001 study in the British Medical Journal found bullying leads to anxiety and depression, especially in young teenage girls.

The new research was led by Frederick Zimmerman of the University of Washington and is detailed in the April issue of the Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine.

Violent cartoons

Zimmerman said the study was not designed to examine why TV is related to bullying, but the results of other studies suggest a reason.

"It is likely to be either the violent content of TV—notably including TV and video cartoons, which can be quite violent—or the pacing and rapid scene changes of the medium," Zimmerman told LiveScience. "If I had to speculate, based on the existing literature, I would be very inclined to believe that it is the content of TV that matters, and not so much the pacing."

The effect of television is seen even when two important aspect of parenting were taken into account, Zimmerman said, suggesting that the bullying is not just a result of the hours TV-watching might take away from parent-child interaction. He and colleague Dimitri Christakis plan a follow-up study to look gain more insight into the specific causes of bullying.
	As you read, be aware of

•
questions  (This is confusing…; What do they mean by… ?)

•
new ideas (I never thought of this…)

•
leads to more information (Where did this information come from? Can I find the original?)

•
trends (Does this source agree or disagree with what I’ve already read? Is there any unique information here?)


	Scholarly Source (written for experts)
	

	Title:
Early television exposure and subsequent attentional problems in children

Authors: Christakis, Dimitri A., Zimmerman, Frederick J., DiGuiseppe, David L., McCarty, Carolyn A.

Source:
 Pediatrics; Apr2004, Vol. 113 Issue 4, p708, 6p

Subject Terms:
*ATTENTION-deficit hyperactivity disorder


*BEHAVIOR disorders in children

• TELEVISON & children


*TELEVISION—psychological aspects 

Abstract:
Cross-sectional research has suggested that television viewing may be associated with decreased attention spans in children. However, longitudinal data of early television exposure and subsequent attentional problems have been lacking. The objective of this study was to test the hypothesis that early television exposure (at ages 1 and 3) is associated with attentional problems at age 7.

Database: 
Academic Search Elite

(Full article available at http://search.ebscohost.net/or http://word-crafter.net/CompII/Zimmerman_pediatrics.doc)
	Note: This is the description of this article found in EBSCO. You can use the Subject Terms to search for more information. You can also use an author’s name as a search term. 

	Questions for Comparing Articles

1. 
What differences do you notice between the newspaper article and the one from the medical journal Pediatrics?  Check your answers at “Is it a magazine or journal?” <www.millikin.edu/staley/pertype.html>

2.
How could you get a quick idea of whether or not this article would be useful?
Review Step 2 on page 1 if necessary.

3.  How would this article help you understand what we already know—and don’t know—about how television affects children?  See the abstract and the two paragraphs just before the Methods section.
4.  What have these authors contributed to the discussion? See the last paragraph.
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Internet Resources

For additional help, see 

•
Reading Strategies <word-crafter.net/CompII/ReadingStrategies.html>

•
Increasing Textbook Reading Comprehension by Using SQ3R <http://www.ucc.vt.edu/lynch/TextbookReading.htm> 

•
Suggestions for Improving Reading Rate
<http://www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/suggest.html>

•
Evaluating the Relevance of a Scholarly or Trade Journal Article
<http://www.bedfordresearcher.com/tutorials/evaljournal/relevance.cfm>

•
How to Summarize Effectively
<http://writing.colostate.edu/references/sources/working/pop9b.cfm >


An online version of this handout is available at http://word-crafter.net/CompII/Reading&Research.doc
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