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An article by Robert Pape discusses the “strategic logic” of suicide terrorism. I had always assumed that suicide terrorists were crazy.  The phrase “strategic logic” made me wonder whether that assumption was true.

Work Completed

It took some digging to find Pape’s article,  but I finally found it on line. So far, I’ve found several psychologists and terrorism experts who believe that terrorists are sane. 

Next Steps

Some of my best sources have come from typing in a keyword like “suicide terrorism” 
+ .gov. That led me to a CIA report on terrorism that summarized the findings of several psychologists, including one who does believe terrorists are mentally ill. I plan to do Google and EBSCO searches for the names of some of these authors.

Problems/Concerns

So far it has been easier to find sources that support the idea that suicide bombers are not crazy. The CIA report will help me find some opinions on the opposite side.


Another concern is that there is enough material for a book on suicide terrorism. I was going to try to answer the question: Are suicide terrorists crazy? However,  it’s much easier to find information on the no side than the yes side. I could keep digging, but I’m finding several articles about the dynamics of terrorist groups. Marc Sageman, a psychiatrist,  observed that “you could almost say that those least likely to cause harm individually are most likely to do so collectively.” 


I plan to switch my focus to how terrorist groups recruit and train suicide bombers. If that doesn’t clear up the confusion, I’ll do a mind map like the ones at JCU Study Skills Online (http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/services/studyskills/mindmap/howto.html).

Sources

These are the sources I am currently planning to use. I’m searching for more about how terrorist groups operate.

[Note: you will need at least 6 sources: these are included to give you an example. See http://word-crafter.net/CompII/TrackingTool-terrorism.doc for  more.]
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Haqqani, H., & Kimmage, D. (2005, October 3). Suicidology: The online bios of Iraq’s “martyrs.” New Republic, 233(14), 14, 16. Retrieved October 23, 2005, from Academic Search Elite database.
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	Key Points:

Good examples of jihadis: Lebanase father “brought his 15-year-old son to Iraq, where both perished ‘in a clash with an Apache helicopter on a dark night’” (p. 16).
One 

[quote] The motivation for jihad is almost always, in keeping with Salafi ideology, the plight of the humiliated Muslim nation, victimized by the joint evil forces of kufr (unbelief, embodied by the United States as the enemy bent on the destruction of Islam) and tawaghit (tyrants who have set themselves up, or are propped up, as gods on earth) (p. 16).
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President discusses war on terror at National Endowment for Democracy. (2005, October 5). Retrieved October 28, 2005, from http://www.whitehouse.gov /news/releases/2005/10/20051006-3.html
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	Key Points:

All these separate images of destruction and suffering that we see on the news can seem like random and isolated acts of madness; innocent men and women and children have died simply because they boarded the wrong train, or worked in the wrong building, or checked into the wrong hotel. Yet while the killers choose their victims indiscriminately, their attacks serve a clear and focused ideology, a set of beliefs and goals that are evil, but not insane (“President Discusses,” 2005)
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Pape, R. A. (2003, August). The strategic logic of suicide terrorism. American Political Science Review, 97 [electronic version]. Retrieved October 29, 2005, from Department of Communication, Cornell University, Web Site: http://www.comm.cornell.edu/als481/readings/the%20logic%20of%20suicide%20terrorism.pdf
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	Key Points:

Terrorists use suicide attacks because they work; gives several examples of concessions that have been won

One of its leaders, Mahmud a-Kahnar, said: “We must calculate the benefit and cost of continued armed operations. If we can fulfill our goal without violence, we will do so. Violence is a means, not a goal” (Nationalist Goals section)
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Tenebaum, D. (2001, September 20). Understanding Evil. Retrieved October 29, 2005, from The National Institute for Science Education Why Files Web Site: http://www.whyfiles.org/140terror_psych/
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	Key Points:

Quotes criminologist Saul Perlstein, who thinks that individual factors in suicide terrorism have become less important over the last 15 years


	 


