Note Card Sorting Activity

Directions:  The information on the note cards comes from two articles about alternative medicine. John Pearson (2004) writes about “The Dangers of Alternative Medicine,” while Eric Badertscher (2004) argues for “The Value of Alternative Medicine.”


1.
Read the information on the cards.


2.
Decide whether you want to take a position for or against alternative medicine.


3.
Group the cards into categories:

•
cards that support your position (pros)

•
cards that oppose your position (cons)

•
cards that can be used for a counterargument 


(Note: To counterargue:
—Mention an argument against your position, and show why it isn’t true.


—If you can’t prove it’s wrong, admit it’s true, so that you’ll look reasonable.
    You can then show why your arguments are still worth considering: e.g.,
    this statistic does not tell the full story; the dangers are real, but they can be
    avoided....)


4.
Circle a heading for each card: pro, con, or counterargument

5.
Find a logical order for the cards. 

6.
Decide if your order is the best order. If not, rearrange the cards. When you’ve got the cards in final order, get ready to answer the question “Why did you choose this order?”
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