Is This a Sentence? Three Tests
TEST 1

Can this group of words be made into a yes-no question?

If it can, the word group is a sentence.

If it can’t, the word group is a fragment.

Example: 
That the machine wouldn’t work.

Yes/No ?
That the machine wouldn’t work? (flunks)
Example: 
That the machine wouldn’t work was obvious.

Yes/No?
Was it obvious that the machine wouldn’t work? (passes)

TEST 2

You can add a tag question like weren’t they or doesn’t it to a clause that can stand on its own.

Example: 
Whenever you quote someone. 

Tag ? 
Whenever you quote someone, isn’t it? (flunks)
Example: 
Documentation is required whenever you quote someone.

Tag ?
Documentation is required whenever you quote someone, isn’t it? (passes)

Example: 
That the machine wouldn’t work was obvious.

Tag ? 
That the machine wouldn’t work was obvious, wasn’t it? (passes)
TEST 3

An independent clause can be used to complete these frames:


They refused to believe the idea that ______


I know that __________________________

Example: 
Reading your papers aloud. 

Frame
They refused to believe the idea that reading your papers aloud. (flunks)
Example: 
Reading your papers aloud can help you catch fragments and run-ons.

Yes/No ? 
I know that reading your papers aloud can help you catch fragments and run-ons. (passes)

 

Resources:

•
“I’m Never Sure Where Commas Go” < http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/#commas>

•
Sentence Sense tutorial < http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/sensen>

•
Online Grammar Tutorial <www.word-crafter..net/Grammar>
Check Yourself
Name____________________________________

Directions: If the sentences are correct, circle C. If you find errors, circle I and correct the errors.

Use the hints on the back to check your answers.

Fragments


C
I
1.
According to the syllabus. Students in this class can revise papers for a higher grade.

C
I
2.
A study by Snell and Meikes (1995). Found that “those who attended 95% of the time were significantly more likely to earn an A or B grade”

C
I
3.
Two-thirds of American employees have some writing responsibility, reports Business Roundtable. A national association of chief executives.

C
I
4.
According to the Business Roundtable survey, “Eighty percent of large companies take writing skills into account when hiring, and 50 percent look to writing skills when making promotion decisions.”

Run-ons

C
I
5.
Researcher Maxine Hairston found that some errors in grammar are serious enough to be “status-markers” for example, employers tend to judge those who use double negatives as uneducated

C
I
6.
“I don’t need to learn no more grammar” is an example of a double negative.

C
I
7.
Researchers have found that writers should correct fragments and run-ons during the revising stage trying to catch every mistake during the earlier stages can lead to writer’s block.

C
I
8.
A study in the April issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association showed that 47% of patients with asthma and rheumatoid arthritis (RA) improved after writing about the most traumatic event in their lives.  In the control group, who wrote about everyday topics, only 24% improved.
� Adapted from Barbara Walvoord, Three Steps to Revising Your Writing (1988)





� Adapted from Noguchi, qtd. <http://www.sci.edu/classes/ellertsen/ sentenceboundaries.html>








