Final Exam Part I: Composition I

The first part of your final exam is a letter about what you’ve learned in Comp I. The sample letter from Marcy Lynch gives a good idea of how to format the letter and what to include, although you don’t need to imitate the gushing tone. Several students have said that they started the course hating writing and ended the course just disliking it; they all passed. Of course, if you can say that you got something out of the course, that works to your advantage: just be honest and specific.

Preparing to write the what-I’ve-learned letter

a.
Think about the answers to these questions. (You need not write about ALL of them, but thinking about them will help you write a more in-depth analysis.) 

1). How did I feel about myself as a writer when the course started?

2). What changes do I observe in my writing and in the way I feel about writing?

3). What was the hardest assignment? What made it hard, and what did I learn from it?

4.) What was the best piece of writing I did? What makes it the best?

5). How have I used what I learned in this class in my other classes?

6). How can I use what I have learned to continue to improve my writing?

b.
Review your baseline essay, drafts, and final papers to find examples of how your writing has changed.

c.
Look over the suggested outline below. 

Drafting the letter

a.
Introductory paragraph(s)
1).
Begin with a Then/Now statement:
When this course began, …. Now….
Example: When this course began, I didn’t think I would get much out of it. Now...

Things to consider if you use a Then/Now statement: (pick two to four questions)

· Are you a more confident or effective writer now than before? 

· Has anything about the way you write papers changed? 

· Do you have a better understanding of what a thesis is and why having a good one matters? 

· Have your ideas about your writing abilities changed? 

· Are you more comfortable with research or APA documentation?

· Are you a better reviewer, of your own and other people’s work?

· Do you make fewer status-marking or mechanical errors?

· Is there a better flow to your writing? (etc….)
Hint: compare your final paper to your baseline essay.

2).
You can also list the 2–4 most important things you have learned or achieved in the class (hint: review the comments on your papers for ideas).

3).
Alternatively, choose one of the quotations about writing at http://word-crafter.net/CompI and agree or disagree. Give the quotation in full so I don’t have to look it up; then use it as a springboard to discuss your experience of this course or the writing process.
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b.
Body paragraphs: 

1).
If you used a Then/Now statement, give specific examples that show the changes in you and/or your writing during the course.: 

· specific paragraphs or comments that demonstrate what you’ve learned (hint: look for comments like “good analogy,” “smooth transition,” or “you did a good job of using your own voice instead of your source’s”) 

· challenges or problems that you were able to solve

· revision strategies that you used

· errors that you’ve learned to avoid

· ways in which you applied what you’ve learned in other classes

2).
Another approach is to summarize the most important things you’ve learned and achieved and then explain why they’re important. 

c.
Conclusion: 
Think of this as your last, best chance to make the case for the grade you deserve for this course. You don’t have to claim that your papers deserve a Pulitzer Prize. Just summarize the progress you’ve made, and—if you’re really going for a good grade—explain how you plan to use what you’ve learned on the job or in other classes. 
