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CM220 College Composition II

Unit 9

Final Project

Your final project will be a research paper of 8-10 pages on a topic you have developed over the course of the term. You must also include a separate title page and then a references page which are in addition to, not included in, the 8-10 required pages. Review the Writing Center reading on APA Manuscript Style for information on properly citing your sources and see the model paper in The KU Handbook for Writers (pp. 224–235) for specific instructions on setting up your paper. 

This research paper is NOT

· Everything you can find on a topic 

· One person's view on a topic 

· Only the material that supports your preconceived opinion 

· An opinion essay or a personal narrative

This research paper is

· A paper that makes an argument.  Its goal is to persuade, not simply to inform.

· A paper that uses outside research to support this argument, but that contains the author's own analysis of this outside research to make the argument. 

Sources: Your research paper must directly refer to at least five sources (in the paper's text, not just in the references page). Of these, no more than two can be Internet-only sources. Internet-only means articles found ONLY on the Web. Articles you receive from "MasterFILE Premier," "Academic Search Elite" (see below), or other library databases are not considered Internet-only. At least two must be books or academic articles. One great way to find academic sources is to look for articles in refereed or peer-reviewed journals; several EBSCO databases allow you to limit your search to scholarly (peer-reviewed) journals. 

Your final project research paper must include a references page containing all sources used. The references page is in addition to, not included in, the 8-10 page minimum required for the paper. It also must include a title page. You can view models of these in the Writing Center reading APA Manuscript Style. 

A final important note: your final paper must be original work written for this class. This means that you must be the author (turning in a paper written by someone else is plagiarism and will not be tolerated) and you must not have turned your final paper (or another version of it) in for a grade in another class. If you wish to further develop a paper or idea you had for a prior class, you must first get your instructor's permission to do so, and you must send your instructor that paper along with the instructor's name, course number, and quarter it was submitted. With rare exception, this is discouraged. The goal of this course is to improve your writing, and that only happens through practice. If you do not write, you cannot improve your writing. 

You will not receive credit for turning in the same version more than once (for example, turning the same paper in as both your draft and final project). 

Your final project must show significant and substantial revision from the draft, meaning multiple paragraphs must be significantly revised, other paragraphs must have been added or deleted, etc.  If you are unclear about what constitutes "significant revision" talk to you instructor prior to turning in your final project. 

Consult your course syllabus for grading rubrics for this and other course projects. These rubrics will guide you in how these projects are assessed and graded. 

