Exploratory Essay Grading Criteria

	Criteria
	Points/Comments

	1.
Does the essay show how you are thinking about your research?


It might answer one of these questions:

•
What do I think about this topic, and why?

•
How has my thinking about this topic changed?

•
How am I learning about this issue?
	(10 points)

	2. Does it contain important information?
	

	• Introduces your topic
	(10 points)

	• Reports on the status of your research
  —how you’ve found information
  —whether you have enough
      information
  —any significant issues or problems
  —what you plan to do next

	(20 points)

	•
Ends with a summary of what you plan to do next
	(10 points)

	3. Is the essay easy to follow, with
• clear organization
• transitions between ideas
• language appropriate to a general
  audience (e.g., technical terms are 
  avoided or defined)

	(20 points)

	4. Is the review free of
• status-marking errors (e.g., fragments, 
  run-ons, errors in verb tense)
• spelling errors that distract readers

	(20 points)

	5. Are any sources mentioned included in a References list at the end of the essay and cited in correct APA format?
	(10 points)


