Note Sorting Activity:

Are Designer Dogs a Good Idea?
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Puggle (beagle-pug cross)


Directions
1.
Read the information from these three sources. Then 
choose a side—for or against designer dogs.


2. 
Group the cards into categories and label them: 

•
cards that support your position (pros)
•
cards that support the opposite position (cons)

•
cards that can be used for a counterargument

(Note: To counterargue, mention an argument against your position, and show why it isn’t true. If you can’t prove it’s wrong, admit it’s true. You can then show why your arguments are still worth considering: e.g., this statistic does not tell the full story; this danger can be avoided....)

3.
Shuffle the cards until you find a logical order. 

Breeder Beverly Manners notes that pure-bred dogs 
have many inherited disorders because their gene pool is so small. The German shepherds she used to breed, for example, have 89 genetic disorders (Trivedi, 2004).

Labradoodles (a Labrador Retriever-Poodle mix) were first bred in the 1970s. The first cross-breeding was probably an accident. However, “Labradoodles were actually developed for guide-dog work for people with allergies because their open coat was less likely to trigger allergic reactions than the Labrador Retriever’s double coat” (Bonham, 2005, p. 5).

Some mixes could be disastrous. According to breeder Beverly Manners, both Newfoundlands and St. Bernards have shallow hip joints, so breeding the two could result in pups that are unable to walk (Trivedi, 2004).

Breeder David Barber says that puggles are an improvement on their parent breeds because they have fewer genetic problems, such as bulging eyes, and better temperaments (Onion, 2005). 

Allan Reznik, editor-in-chief of Dog Fancy and Dog World, considers cross-breeds a passing fad. He also doesn’t believe that the new hybrids are necessarily healthier (Trivedi, 2004).

David Barber, a breeder, believes that crossbreeds purchased from breeders are more of a known quantity than shelter animals.  “You don't know if you'll get problems [with shelter animals]," Barber said. "Ninety percent of the time, dogs are in shelters because people have had problems with them" (as cited in Onion, 2005).

Susan Smith is community relations manager for an Ohio animal shelter. “The problem with designer dogs is people might think they're trendy — and that's not a good reason to buy a dog.” Noting that popular cross-breeds like puggles can cost up to $1,200, she suggests that people “should look first in a shelter because they can probably find the same type of dog here" (as cited in Onion, 2005).

A spokeswoman for the American Kennel Club says she knows of no scientific proof that purebred dogs have more health problems than designer dogs. "We would say 'buyers beware' to customers who believe designer dogs are the best of both worlds. With a purebred, you know what kind of coat quality you're getting, what kind of temperament, … all of this is documented and guaranteed. With designer dogs, there is no guarantee how the puppies will turn out" (L. Peterson, as cited in Onion, 2005).
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