The Annoyance List

Maxine Hairston conducted a study on the types of grammatical and mechanical errors that annoyed university faculty and business people.

Status-marking errors (most serious)

	Error
	Example

	Nonstandard verb forms 
	He done, we was, she were

	Double negatives 
	We don't have none.

	Fragmented sentences 
	Although Yasemin was absent.

	Objects used as subjects
	Her and Can are going to quit school.

	Capitalization 
	Can and i are leaving.

	Comma error (comma splice)
	Tuba works too hard, she rarely takes a break.


Mechanical mistakes (serious)

	Error
	Example

	Faulty parallelism
	I like watching TV and books.

	Subject-verb (dis)agreement
	A bundle of books were on the table.

	Adjectives used as adverbs
	Humeyra talks real bad.

	Comma error (separating introductory material) 
	When I picked up the receiver I heard an unfamiliar voice.

	Subjects used as objects 
	Fulya was talking to Jim and I.

	Sit/set confusion 
	Fulya was setting down.


"

 Noticeable, but not as serious

	Error
	Example

	Shifting tense 
	Umur stood up and says that he feels ill.

	Dangling modifiers 
	Covered in butter, I like potatoes.

	Missing quotation marks 
	Humeyra said, I don't want to do that.

	This/these confusion 
	These kind of things annoy me.

	Comma error (series) 
	Meg ate an apple a pear and a sandwich

	Faulty word choice
	 I will not control your paper.

	Affect/effect confusion 
	Her attitude effected the class greatly.
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