Which Is the Best Citation Maker?

You can create APA citations from scratch, but many prefer to use citation makers.

Some do a great job; others have flaws.

Your task: work with a group to test various citation makers  and choose one to recommend 
to your classmates.

Step 1

Choose a citation maker to test. Check with the rest of your group to be sure each member tests a different citation maker.

Choices include 

Citation Machine (http://citationmachine.net)

Cite Fast (http://citefast.com/)

NoodleBib Express (http://noodletools.com/noodlebib/express.php)

Bedford Bibliographer (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/bbibliographer/bbib_frameset.htm

Other (if you use another citation maker, you may test it)

Step 2

Most citation makers require you to 

· choose the documentation style (use APA)

· choose the type of source

· enter data (if you don't have information, just enter the information you have)

· cut and paste the results into a Word document 

Follow the directions for your citation maker to create citations for these sources:


Book by Carol Baxter, Race Equality in Health Care and Education, published in 1997 

by Ballière Tindall in Philadelphia, PA

Article from a journal, authored by Shannon Carter & Donna Dunbar-Odom, titled The converging literacies center: An integrated model for writing programs, in Kairos: A Journal of Rhetoric, Technology, and Pedagogy, volume 14, issue 1, published in 2009 and retrieved from http://kairos.technorhetoric.net/

Article from a web site (electronic source): no author given, no date given, titled Research Initiatives, retrieved from MIT, Comparative Media Studies website, http://cms.mit.edu/research/index.php, January 11, 2007


One of your sources:

continued
Step 3

Check your results at UW's Writing Center  or  Diana Hacker's site.

Note: Citation makers can help you find and format all the information you need for an APA-style reference list entry. However, no citation maker is perfect. You should always check the results against a trusted source and correct any errors you find.


Step 4

Record your findings for each of the citation makers you tested. (If your group did not test a citation maker, leave that row of the chart blank.)

	Citation Maker
	Accuracy
(1-poor; 5-excellent)
	Ease of Use
(1-poor; 5-excellent)
	Special Features
(e.g., save results)

	
Citation Machine
	
	
	

	Cite Fast
	
	
	

	NoodleBib Express
	
	
	

	Bedford Bibliographer
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	


Step 5

Come to a group concensus: Which citation maker(s) do you recommend? Summarize the reasons 
for your choice.

