Outline Editing Activity
The CSI Effect: Real or Imaginary?

Directions: Review this outline for a paper on the CSI effect to find the mistakes.

1. Is the outline balanced?

a. Can you find evidence that the author has considered more than one side?

b. Does every A have a B, and every 1 have a 2? If not, mark where more information is needed.

2. Is the outline logical and complete?

a. Do the points follow the order of the thesis statement?  (Note: The thesis statement is found in I.C.)

b. Is anything missing? Think about questions a reader is likely to have and see if every important question is answered.

3. How well does the outline integrate evidence from several sources?

a. Does every major point have at least two pieces of supporting evidence? 

b.  Can you find any place(s) that the author created a new organization by combining material from different sources?

4. Cross-check the parenthetical citations against the reference list.

a. Does every source listed in the reference list have at least one parenthetical citation? 

How much of the reference list entry do you need to read to identify the source a parenthetical citation identifies? 

b. The CSI Effect: Real or Imaginary?

I.

Introduction


A.
Robert Blake was acquitted of murdering his wife.


1.
Half the jurors were CSI fans (“The CSI Effect,” 2005).

2.
Prosecutor Shellie Samuels had a strong case.

a. Blake had motive and opportunity to kill Bonnie Lee Bakley.

b.
 Witnesses testified he had asked them to kill his wife. 

3.
Jurors were not convinced.

a. “They couldn’t put the gun in his hand....There was no blood spatter. They had nothing,” said jury foreman Thomas Nicholson (as cited in Dakss, 2005).

b.
Juror Lori Moore also wanted more forensic evidence: “If she [the prosecutor] would have had all that information, that would have meant that he was guilty” (as cited in Dakss, 2005). 


B.
This is an example of the CSI Effect: the tendency of jurors to demand as much forensic evidence as they see on television shows like Bones 
or CSI.

 C.
Some say the CSI effect helps the prosecution, others argue it benefits the definese, and skeptics say there is no evidence that watching Grissom and his TV team has any influence on jurors’ decisions.

II.
Some say the CSI effect helps the defense. (one error)


A.
Jurors expect more scientific evidence (Shelton, 2008).


B.
Shows create “a new burden of helping jurors distinguish the fictional elements of television from reality” (Mitchell & Botluk, 2005).

III. 
Others believe that the CSI effect helps the prosecution. (one error)

A. Jurors now understand scientific evidence better. According to jury consultant Robert Hirschhorn, “"Talking about science in the courtroom used to be like talking about geometry — a real jury turnoff. Now that there's this almost obsession with the (TV) shows, you can talk to jurors about (scientific evidence) and just see from the looks on their faces that they find it fascinating" (as cited in Willing, 2005).

IV.
Some doubt that the CSI effect exists.

A. Shelton (2008) is one skeptic.

B. “Not one single study shows a tendency to acquit based on CSI, according to law 
professor Michael Saks (as cited in Boudreau, 2008).

C. Other factors besides forensic television shows might be at work.

a. Juries now tend to sympathize with the defendant (Tyler, 2006,  p. 1077).


b.
They are also less trusting of police and prosecutors, as shown by the O. J. Simpson trial (Barak, 2007).


c.

People in general are more aware of science (Shelton, 2008).

V.
Conclusion (one error)


A.
Is there a CSI effect?
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