Sample Notesheets: Suicide Terrorism Sources

Reference list information
Author(s), if given: 

Title of selection: Suicide bomber's dad blasts terror leaders

Title of publication or Web site: Pravda
Date of publication: 2002, October 9 (if no date, use n.d.)

URL and date you retrieved source (if electronic): Retrieved November 22, 2004, from http://english.pravda.ru/columnists/2002/10/09/37937.html

Name of database (for articles from EBSCO or ProQuest): 

	Notes
Be sure to use quotation marks around anything you take from your source. 

For help with avoiding plagiarism, see 
http://www.drake.edu/soe/programs/ALOP/
writing_tutorial.php or

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/
QuotingSources.html
Strategies include

· Looking away from the source and writing a summary of the information you want to use

· Using short quotations and your own words

· Beginning your notes at a different place than the original


	Comments
Use this column to capture the conversation you have with yourself as you read your sources. Capturing your insights takes a bit more time now, but writing your paper will go faster.

Questions you can ask yourself include
· Do I disagree with the author?

· Why do I accept (or question) what this author says?

· How does the information in this source compare to other sources?

· How can I use this information? (e.g., this is the most complete definition I've found) 

· How might this information be used to solve a problem?

· What conclusion(s) can I draw from this information?



	Saber believes that suicide terrorism violates the Qu’ran, which prohibits self-destruction. Saber wrote, “Four months ago, I lost my eldest son when his friends tempted him, praising the path of death. They persuaded him to blow himself up in one of Israel's cities.” Since then, he has grieved for his son. His family has lost their home, because the Israelis razed it after the attack. “But the last straw was when I was informed that the friends of my eldest son the martyr were starting to wrap themselves like snakes around my other son, not yet 17, to direct him to the same path toward which they had guided his brother, so that he would blow himself up too to avenge his brother, claiming ‘he had nothing to lose.’
	Description

Letter from Abu Saber, Palestinian father whose son was recruited to become a suicide bomber. Saber is outraged because Palestinian leaders praise “martyrs” but do not send their sons to die. Instead, terrorist recruiters are targeting another one of his sons.

Saber’s language is very emotional

This is an example of the recruiting strategy used by suicide terrorists.




Reference list information
Author(s), if given:  Hudson, R. A.

Date of publication: 1999, September

Title of selection: The sociology and psychology of terrorism: Who becomes a terrorist and why?

Title of publication or Web site: Library of Congress Web Site

URL and date you retrieved source (if electronic): Retrieved July 22, 2005, from the Library of Congress Web site: http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/pdf-files/ Soc_Psych_of_Terrorism.pdf.

Name of database (for articles from EBSCO or ProQuest): 

	Notes
	Comments



	Suicide terrorists are crazy
Post believes that “political terrorists are driven to commit acts of violence as a consequence of psychological forces" (p. 28). These forces include narcissistic rage and a tendency to split “the good and bad parts of the self . . . into the ‘me’ and the ‘not me’’(p. 20). In Post’s view, these forces are so overpowering that terrorists do not choose to act. Instead, they are in the grip of a “terrorist psychologic.” Once driven to violence, they use this psychologic to explain why they projected their inner conflicts onto their victims. 

Suicide terrorists are not crazy 
Hudson considers the idea the people who commit terrorist acts are deranged a “stereotype”  (p. 26). According to Hudson, “Post’s hypothesis that terrorists are motivated by psychological forces is not convincing and seems to ignore the numerous factors that motivate terrorists, including their ideological convictions” (p. 28). While some terrorists do have mental illnesses, many have religious or political motives (pp. 33–34).


	This source is a report to Congress prepared by the Federal Research Division of the Library of Congress. 

· provides an overview of theories about the motives for terrorism and psychological profiles of terrorists, including females. 

· discusses the limits of terrorist profiles and terrorist group dynamics.

Jerrold Post is one of the leading supporters of the idea that suicide terrorists are crazy. I can use him as an example of what most people believe about suicide bombers. 

Most psychologists who have studied terrorist disagree with Post. I can use Hudson’s argument to show why common beliefs about terrorists are too simplistic. 







