Pro-Con Outline
for Comp I Issue Paper


I.
Introduce issue 

· What is your topic?

· Why does this issue matter?


II.
Provide background 

· What terms do readers need to know?
Note: Use a dictionary from your field, not Webster's.

· What's the history of this issue, or why is it controversial?

· If readers probably know something about your topic, you might be able to combine this paragraph with the introduction.


III.
Give an overview of one aspect of the issue or one side of the controversy. 

· What are the main arguments people make?

· Who are the main experts on this topic or representatives of this point of view? (You don't have to answer this question directly; you could quote the most important people) 


IV.
Give an overview of the other side(s). 

· Some complex issues have more than two sides. In that case, you might want to have one paragraph for one extreme, another paragraph for the other extreme, and an additional paragraph for views in the middle.


V.
Sum up: 

· Review the different points of view you covered. 

· Is one position stronger than another?

· How can readers make sense of this controversy?

For a problem-solution outline, see Kyle McCaskill’s tips at http://www.umext.maine.edu/POW/authortips.htm
