Developing an Introduction

The first paragraph of a paper introduces your topic. It also establishes your relationship to your readers. 

Compare these introductions to two papers on the CSI effect:

	Can you really solve a crime in an hour while not messing up your hair or designer suit? Do forensic technicians drive Hummers to crime scenes? Can a prosecutor still try a case when forensic scientists can’t discover that rare element in the trace evidence that eliminates all suspects but one? 

The phenomenon termed ‘The CSI Effect’ has recently been a center of the media’s focus. The media and scholars alike have found fascination in the remarkable effect that pop culture television shows are having on American juries and their decision making (Mitchell 
& Botluck, 2005).
	The television drama CSI: Crime Scene Investigation is by all conventional measures a successful production. It receives high ratings and has spun off a lucrative franchise of related dramas—CSI: Miami and CSI: New York. As their titles indicate, these shows are based on the process of gathering and analyzing forensic evidence. Most episodes, however, focus on forensic techniques that are more reminiscent of science fiction than true investigative practice.

...This Review assesses the CSI effect from a psychological perspective by reviewing a series of studies of juror behavior. The aim is not to settle the debate by presenting empirical evidence showing that the CSI effect does or does not occur. Rather the goal is to show that the media’s quick conclusion that there is a CSI effect may be wrong. In so doing, this Review hypothesizes other effects that CSI may have on jurors and evaluates alternate explanations for the perceived increase in juror acquittals that has been attributed to the CSI effect (Tyler, 2006).

	Writer’s relationship to audience:
Speaks directly to readers; invites them to think about the subject
	Writer’s relationship to audience:
Detached; assumes readers have an interest in thinking deeply about a serious subject

	Writer’s attitude toward subject: 
Objective; playful approach to a serious subject
	Writer’s attitude toward subject: 
Objective; critical, weighing all sides of the issue

	Reader’s impression of writer:
Knowledgeable; someone who enjoys CSI and wants to explore how it affects justice 
	Reader’s impression of writer: 
Expert; balanced; scholarly

	Reader’s reason to keep reading: 
Interest in television forensic series or legal system
	Reader’s reason to keep reading:
Examine all available evidence about whether the CSI effect is real (may be more work than some readers are willing to do)

	Source:

Mitchell,  B., & Botluck,  D. (2005, May 15). Getting a grip on the CSI effect: The National Clearinghouse for Science, Technology, and the Law at Stetson University. Retrieved from http://www.llrx.com/features/csieffect.htm
	Source:

Tyler, T. R. (2006). Viewing CSI and the threshold of guilt: Managing truth and justice in reality and fiction. The Yale Law Journal, 115, 1050–1085. Retrieved from 
http://www.yalelawjournal.org/pdf/115-5/Tyler.pdf


Both introductions raise questions about how shows like CSI affect jurors’ decisions. However, the writers create very different relationships with their readers.

Directions: Read each introduction. Then choose the one that you think is the most effective and answer these questions. Discuss the answers with a partner or small group.

1. What is done to capture readers’ attention?

2. How does the writer provide needed background information?

3. What makes you think you can believe what the writer tells you about the topic?

Are Six Heads as Good as Twelve?

Psychologists Show How Justice Is Better Served By Larger Juries

http://www.psychologymatters.org/jurysize.html
When it comes to group decision-making, does the size of the group matter? We may not doubt that twelve heads are better than one. But are six heads as good as twelve? This is one of the questions asked by research carried out by psychologist and law professor Michael J. Saks, PhD. In a 1977 study, participants were assembled into juries of size six or twelve, shown a videotaped trial, and asked to deliberate to a verdict. Then the researchers measured the process and products of the group decision-making.

Drugs Hint at Potential Reversal of Autism

By Jon Hamilton (September 23, 2008)

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=94810949
Scientific researchers can spend years in the lab on obscure topics, like how a sea slug remembers or how a fruit fly sees color. But every now and then, a basic scientist makes a discovery that changes human lives.

Mark Bear, who directs the Picoer Institute for Learning and Memory at MIT, is one of those basic scientists. He's discovered a system in the brain that could change the lives of thousands of people with the genetic disorder known as Fragile X Syndrome.

Multitasking—Switching Costs (2006)
http://www.psychologymatters.org/multitask0306.html

Doing more than one task at a time, especially more than one complex task, takes a toll on productivity. Although that shouldn't surprise anyone who has talked on the phone while checking E-mail or talked on a cell phone while driving, the extent of the problem might come as a shock. Psychologists who study what happens to cognition (mental processes) when people try to perform more than one task at a time have found that the mind and brain were not designed for heavy-duty multitasking. Psychologists tend to liken the job to choreography or air-traffic control, noting that in these operations, as in others, mental overload can result in catastrophe.

The Bipolar Puzzle

By Jennifer Egan (September 12, 2008)

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/14/magazine/14bipolar-t.html?hp
When Claire, a pixie-faced 6-year-old in a school uniform, heard her older brother, James, enter the family’s Manhattan apartment, she shut her bedroom door and began barricading it so swiftly and methodically that at first I didn’t understand what she was doing. She slid a basket of toys in front of the closed door, then added a wagon and a stroller laden with dolls. She hugged a small stuffed Pegasus to her chest. “Pega always protects me,” she said softly. “Pega, guard the door.”

James, then 10, had been given a diagnosis of bipolar disorder two years earlier.

Reviews 
The Truth About Traffic: The Science Behind Gridlock

By Michael Mason (July 31, 2008)
http://discovermagazine.com/2008/aug/31-the-truth-about-traffic
In the mid-19th century, horses struck and killed pedestrians in New York City more often than car accidents kill people today. Traffic’s history (and future) comes alive as Tom Vanderbilt joins a traffic archaeologist on the well-worn streets of Pompeii and, later on, seats us at the helm of the most sophisticated traffic computer network in the United States: the Los Angeles Department of Transportation’s Automated Traffic Surveillance and Control, where a single engineer attempts to keep L.A. gridlock at bay on Oscar night. Follow the author on an engrossing (and heavily footnoted) tour through the neuroscience of highway illusions, the psychology of late merging, and other existential driving dilemmas.

Tips for Writing Introductions

· Present a startling statistic.

· Ask a question or series of questions (no more than three).

· Define a term used throughout your essay.

· Tell a brief story or anecdote.

· Review history.

· Use a quotation that will get readers thinking.

· Start with a general idea and move to your specific topic.

· Make a useful analogy or comparison.

Here are some things to avoid in your introductions:

•
Being too obvious.  Avoid statements such as "In this paper…"  or "This assignment says…"

•
Apologizing. Avoid saying, "I'm not sure…" or "This paper will attempt…”

•
Using cliches or overworn expressions.  Avoid  trite sayings like "A penny saved is a penny earned..."  

• Asking questions with an obvious answer, like Have you ever been late for a meeting?

• Focusing on yourself instead of your topic. Avoid “First I will introduce you to the signs of autism.” Instead, say “Every parent of a young child should know these signs....”

