Comp I Warm-up: 
“Words Are More Treacherous and Powerful Than We Think” (Sartre)

These are actual newspaper headlines from The Funny Pages Web site. Read the headlines, chuckle at the mistakes, and then answer the questions at the end.

Grammar often botches other headlines:

    * Eye drops off shelf

    * Squad helps dog bite victim

    * Dealers will hear car talk at noon

    * Enraged cow injures farmer with ax

    * Lawmen from Mexico barbecue guests

    * Miners refuse to work after death

    * Two sisters reunite after eighteen years at checkout counter

Once in a while, a botched headline takes on a meaning opposite from 
the one intended:

    * Never withhold herpes from loved one

    * Nicaragua sets goal to wipe out literacy

    * Autos killing 110 a day, let's resolve to do better

Sometimes newspaper editors state the obvious:

    * Smokers are productive, but death cuts efficiency

    * Cold wave linked to temperatures

    * Man is fatally slain

    * Something went wrong in jet crash, experts say

Some are just slips of the tongue:

    * Grandmother of eight makes hole in one

    * Two convicts evade noose, jury hung

    * William Kelly was fed secretary

    * Milk drinkers are turning to powder

    * Iraqi head seeks arms

Questions

1. Which headline(s) do you find most amusing?

2. A French writer said that “words are more treacherous and powerful than we think.” 
How might “treacherous” words influence your career? How could “powerful” words advance your career?

Adapted from Actual newspaper headlines. (1995, October 14). The Funny Pages. Retrieved from http://funnies.paco.to/Headlines.html


