Some Good Advice (substantiating opinions)
1
Carpe Diem
Directions: Read the letter to an advice columnist below. Create a reply, starting with your own ideas and supporting them with the evidence given.* If you use any of the evidence word-for-word, quote it. If you summarize the evidence in your own words, use a phrase like according to, a study found, or while some say to identify the source. Those who work in groups should choose one person from the group to read the original letter and another to read your reply aloud.
	Letter to an Advice Columnist  

Dear Abby,

Please settle an argument between me and my best friend. She says we’re on a 10-week schedule so every class counts. I say you show up and get the syllabus, take the midterm and the final, and get all the assignments in by the end of the course. So you lose a few professionalism points; what’s the big deal? How can I get my friend to lighten up and enjoy life more?

Sincerely,
Carpe Diem
Urbandale, IA
	Evidence

“Those who attended 95% of the time were significantly more likely to earn an A or B grade” (Snell & Meikes, 1995). 

“Based on Comp I grades from March-October 2008, every student who failed missed at least 33% of class” (C. Munzenmaier, personal communication, May 13, 2010). 

A study reported in College Student Journal found that the more often students were absent, the less likely they were to turn in make up work (Di, 1996).
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Jumping Thru Hoops
Directions: Read the letter to an advice columnist below. Create a reply, starting with your own ideas and using the evidence given.* If you use any of the evidence word-for-word, quote it. If you summarize the evidence in your own words, use a phrase like according to, a study found, or while some say to identify the source. Those who work in groups should choose one person from the group to read the original letter and another to read your reply aloud.

	Letter to an Advice Columnist 

Dear Abby, 
I’ve got to take a Comp I course. I tryed to get out of it, but my program chiar said.  I had to take it. When am I ever going to use this stuff anyway?  I want to spind my time (and money) on a course that will help me get a job. Please give me some arguments that will help my chair see the lite.


Sincerely,


Jumping Thru Hoops


Urbandale, IA


	Evidence

According to Maxine Hairston's research, employers find these common errors irritating:

•
I seen him come in.

• 
My grammar is fine, I don't need no review.

(Munzenmaier, 2004)
According to a CNN survey,

•
81% have “negative feelings” about those who send email with  bad grammar, misspelling and disconnected arguments 

•
41 percent of senior managers said badly worded e-mails implied laziness and even disrespect. (“Combatting,” 2004)

“Two-thirds of American employees have some writing responsibility, reports Business Roundtable, a national association of chief executives. …80 percent of large companies take writing skills into account when hiring, and 50 percent look to writing skills when making promotion decisions” (“Your Pocketbook,” 2004).
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Perfectly Paralyzed
Directions: Read the letter to an advice columnist below. Create a reply, starting with your own ideas and supporting them with the evidence given.* Look at the reference list to see if the evidence is from a reliable source. If you use any of the evidence word-for-word, quote it. If you summarize the evidence in your own words, use a phrase like according to, a study found, or while some say to identify the source. Those who work in groups should choose someone from the group to read your reply aloud.

	Letter to an Advice Columnist 

Dear Abby, 
This letter has taken me four hours to write. You see, I try to get every sentence perfect before I go on to the next one. By the time I’ve written a few sentences, I’m gripping the pen so tightly my knuckles are white. At this rate, it will take me a month to write my first paper for Comp I—and the course only lasts 10 weeks. Help!


Sincerely,


Perfectly Paralyzed


Altoona, IA


	Evidence

“Sometimes a writer is his own worst enemy. You never get anything written if you criticize your writing as you write. You have to write before you rewrite. One of my screenwriting teachers, Michael Hauge, says . . . , ‘If you wait for something to be perfect before you write it, it’s never even going to be good. You’ll become so frozen with fear and judgement that you’ll eventually give up on the entire process.’” (Royal, 1999)

As M.A.S.H. writer Larry Gelbart says, “You have to get the bulk of it done, and then you start to refine it. You have to put down less-than-marvelous material just to keep going, whatever you think the end is going to be, which may be something else altogether by the time you get there” (as cited in Royal. 1999).

Berglas (2004) says that peer review can help people overcome their dread of writing. “Encourage your perfectionist to get as many colleagues as possible to evaluate his work prior to his submitting the perfect version for [the manager’s] final approval.” Feedback from peers can help workers overcome fear of having their writing reviewed by the boss.  
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Apathetic About APA
Directions: Read the letter to an advice columnist below. Create a reply, starting with your own ideas and supporting them with the evidence given.* Look at the reference list to see if the evidence is from a reliable source. If you use any of the evidence word-for-word, quote it. If you summarize the evidence in your own words, use a phrase like according to, a study found, or while some say to identify the source. Those who work in groups should choose someone from the group to read your reply aloud.

	Letter to an Advice Columnist 

Dear Abby, 
The research papers we write at Kaplan use APA documentation style. As far as I’m concerned, APA does not mean American Psychological Association. Instead it stands for Advanced Protracted Agony.

Why do we have to write a research paper anyway? And why does my composition teacher say that I can’t pass Comp I unless I turn in a paper with a list of sources and intext citations that show where I used each source in my paper?



Sincerely,


Apathetic About APA


Altoona, IA


	Evidence

“In scholarly/research work, ...saying what you believe without documentation is not much better than just expressing an opinion 
or a point of view” (“Evaluating,” 2009).

“No matter where they go, what profession they seek, [students] will forever be awash in formats [such as HIPA, tax documents, or evidence forms]. The sooner they learn how to get inside the logic of a format and apply it correctly, the sooner they will be building a job skill valued by employers... and learning to pay attention to detail” (Zgourides, 2009).

In formal academic writing, your opinion is not credible unless you have evidence to back it up. Any evidence you provide must be documented. Providing intext citations like Sageman (2004) and a reference list allows readers to find your sources if they want to learn more. Documentation also proves that you did not plagiarize by presenting others’ words or ideas as your own (Munzenmaier, 2009).
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*You may search for additional evidence, but remember the time limit.

  If you’re not a Dear Abby fan, choose another advice-giver or make one up.


