A Sampler of Styles

(excerpts from actual student papers)

Directions: Which is the best example of college-level student writing? Rank the examples, with 1 being the best. Then share your opinions with a partner or small group. Be prepared to explain your rankings.

EXAMPLE 1

After the suffragists’ active campaigns, the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, the temporary equality brought about by the world wars, and the current fight for the Equal Rights Amendment, it is unbelievable that such sex-role stereotyping still continues in our society. But it does.

EXAMPLE 2

Ever since the Sixteenth Century, surgeons have recognized the benefits of replacing defective organs of one person with the functional organs of another; but it was only on December 23, 1954, when the first successful kidney transplant was performed, that man could realistically envision transplants as a means of saving lives. What keeps surgeons from realizing this goal today is not the purely surgical problems in connecting up tissues and organs, nor is it the problem of keeping the host from rejecting the graft, thanks to a type of drug (called immunosuppressive) which impairs the normal body function of attacking foreign cells; it is the fact that these immunosuppressive drugs also impair a patient’s ability to fight infectious diseases, which usually results in death. The main concern of transplant surgeons, therefore, is the immunologic system, the defense mechanism that protects the body against any type of foreign protein, be it a transplanted organ or the virus that causes pneumonia.

EXAMPLE 3
Businessmen should love economist Milton Friedman. With one stroke of his Nobel Prize-winning pen, Friedman grants executives and managers free reign to indulge in profit-maximizing activities to their hearts’ content. Get all you can while the getting is good–just don’t break the law, he exhorts.

EXAMPLE 4
Social groups are essential to the definition of human socialization. People belong to many social groups–family, church, school, neighborhood, club. Although, as individuals, we might like to believe that we are independent, free to act as we think and feel, the truth is that much of our behavior is influenced by our social in-group (Horton & Hunt, 1976). This paper describes a primary social in-group that I belong to along with three peers. The group is a primary group because the members came together as friends, not for a particular purpose, as would be true in a secondary group like a college classroom or a church choir.... In a primary group, members regard each other as complete people. I will also give attention to the characteristics and values of the group, its ethnocentrism and its means of social control.

EXAMPLE 5
The affects of Alheimer’s on the patient are well-known. However, do you know that this disease also effects caregiver’s? Several studies have shown that there health worsens because of stress, isolation, and greater chance of becoming ill. 

